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in our manhood, which also is the reason why on every
side we perceive our lack of shakti It is our own sin
that destroys our dharma, which again makes for the
destruction of everything else.
Our attempts at union can only become successful
when they are made from the standpoint of Righteousness,
which cannot be brought within the confines of any petty
pride or narrow expediency. And if Righteousness be
our guiding principle these efforts will not remain
restricted to the different classes of Indians alone, but the
Englishman also needs must join hands in the good work.
What then are we to make of the antagonism which
has arisen of late between the Englishman and the Indian,
educated as well as uneducated? Is there nothing real
in this? Is it only the machination of a few conspirators?
Is this antagonism essentially different in purpose from
the constant action and reaction of making and breaking
which are at work in the making of Indian History? It
is very necessary for us to come to a true understanding
of its meaning.
In our religious literature, opposition is reckoned as
one of the means of union. Ravana, for instance, is said
to have gained his salvation because of the valiant fight
that he fought. The meaning is simply this, that to
have to own defeat after a manful contest with truth
is to gain it all the more completely. To accept with a
too ready acquiescence is not a full acceptance at all.
That is why all science is based on a severe scepticism.
We began with a blind, foolish, insensate begging
at the door of Europe, with our critical sense entirely
benumbed. That was not the way to make any real gain,